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“Recycling Begin and Ends With You!” is Theme for 1996-97 Poster Contest 


CT DEP’s Recycling Office has chosen “Recycling Begins and Ends With You!” as the theme for 
the sixth annual poster contest for 4th, 5th and 6th grade students. In late August, a “poster contest 
packet” will be sent to the principals of every private and public elementary school in Connecticut. 
The packet contains the rules to enter the contest, a supply of posters, a number of activities which 
will allow teachers to integrate lessons about how the recycling loop is closed into already existing 
programs, the newly revised “School Recycling Fact Sheets” and a list of resources available from 
the recycling office. Any individual teacher who would like to receive a packet(s) can call Meg 
Enkler at (860) 424-3365 to be added to the mailing list. 


Each participating school must first hold their own contest and choose one winner per eligible grade. 
Those school-wide winners are then sent to DEP for judging in the state contest. The judges choose 
four winners each from the 4th, 5th and 6th grade entries for a total of twelve winners. These twelve 
winners will then be used to illustrate a poster calendar for 1997. All posters entered into the state 
contest will be put on display in the upper concourse of the Legislative Office Building in Hartford 
during the month of December. The twelve state winners will be honored at a ceremony in Hartford, 
also in December. A supply of the finished calendars will be sent to every school in Connecticut 
and made available to businesses, municipalities and individuals on request. The calendar will 
provide a colorful reminder throughout the year of how recyclables make the journey from our 
curbside bin back to the store shelves in new form. 
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DEP Composting Video Finds Wide Audience 





The DEP Recycling Program’s video entitled “Turning Your Spoils to Soil” has recently been 
chosen by the Composting Council for use in their National Backyard Composting Program. The 
video will be shown at training seminars conducted across the country over the next two years. The 
video has also been translated into Hmong (a Southeast Asian language) for the University of 
Wisconsin Cooperative Extension and is currently being translated into Spanish/Mexican for 
Southern California. In addition, the National Association of Conservation Districts distributes the 
video in their home composting education package. Ten other states (Hawaii, lowa, Maine, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, Missouri, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Virginia and Washington) and 
the Province of Nova Scotia, Canada have adopted the video and use it in their public education 
programs. Look for “Turning Your Spoils to Soil” on local access cable T.V., because many stations 
air the video during the growing season. You can also find it in your main branch local library and 
at Blockbuster Video Stores in the free-rental public service section. Copies may be purchased for 
$10.00 in the DEP store, or ordered through the mail by calling (860) 424-3365. 
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National Backyard Composting Program 


The Composting Council has developed the National 3ackyard Composting Program «:esigned to 
teach state and local leaders in waste management and .zcycling how to develop their own backyard 
composting programs. Their goal is to conduct 60 workshops throughout the country over the next 
two years. Graduates would then take what they have learned and establish or improve their own 
state or local home composting programs. 


The CT DEP Recycling Program would like to host one of these workshops, but we must guarantee 
at least 25 participants. Remember, this is not a “how to compost” lecture, it is a half-day workshop 
workshop aimed at recycling coordinators, extension agents, educators, civic group leaders, etc. 
willing to teach others about home composting. Workshop materials include a training manual, clip 
art, cost/benefit study, spreadsheet toll, promotional layout designs, and resource database, most of 
which are available on a 3.5" disc or CD. These materials are designed to save you time, money, 
and help justify the effort of a home composting program. Please call Meg Enkler or K.C. 
Alexander at (860) 424-3365 by August Ist if you are interested in attending a workshop and 
indicate which month you think would be best to schedule one. 


Old Vehicles to Help Save Lives 


Your old car can now breathe life into your communities, your bankbook, and the environment 
through the National Kidney Foundation of Connecticut’s car campaign. Donating your cars, trucks, 
motorcycles, vans or RV’s will help drive down the rate of kidney and urinary diseases, possibly 
qualify the donor for a tax deduction and serve to better bolster neighborhood recycling and 
beautification efforts. The donation procedure is simple. Interested contributors can call (800) 488- 
CARS for details. Funds raised through the car campaign will be used to support programs in 
research, patient services, organ donation, public information, and professional education. 


Plastic/Paper Bag Choice Requirement Still in Effect 


A reminder that Section 22a-255e, of the General Statutes, Plastic bags and paper bags at retail 
establishments, requires “...each retail establishment which offers plastic bags to customers for goods 
purchased at such establishment shall offer paper bags to customers and inform customers that a 
choice is available. The provisions of this section shall not be construed to require retail 
establishments to use plastic bags.” This requirement went into effect on January 1, 1990 and 
remains in effect today. 


Upcoming Meetings 


The National Recycling Coalition 15th Annual Congress & Exposition will be held in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania from September 17-19, 1996. For more information contact the NRC at: 1727 King 
Street, Suite 105, Alexandria, VA 22314, or call (703) 683-9025. 


RAILHAUL 96, Waste by Rail Conference will be held in Washington, D.C. from October 15-16, 
1996. ASH-9, a conference on MSW ash management, will also be held in Washington, D.C., from 
November 12-13, 1996. For more information on these two conferences, please contact: Richard 
Will, The Coordinate Group, Inc., Box 3356, Warrenton, VA 22186-1956, or call (800)627-8913. 
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